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Open House Directory listings are published inside The Argonaut’s At Home section and on The Argonaut’s Web site each Thursday. The $10 fee may be paid by personal check, cash, or Visa/Mastercard at the time of submission. Sorry, no phone calls! Open House directory forms may be faxed, mailed or dropped off. To be published, Open House directory 
form must becompletely and correctly filled out and received no later than 12 Noon Tuesday for Thursday publication. Changes or corrections must also be received by 12 Noon Tuesday. Regretfully, due to the volume of Open House Directory forms received each week. The Argonaut cannot publish or respond to Open House directory forms incorrectly 
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“Too Broke to Be a Sinner” and “A Practical 
Arrangement” (sample lyric: “I need a wealthy 
husband, you need a doting wife/so let’s marry 
other people and be happy for the rest of our 
lives”).
“Some of them have a humorous bent,” Mellor 

said.
On its website, Doozy describes their sound 

as music “that begs for a couple of rounds of 
cocktails and a steamy love affair.”
In their collaboration, Freeman said Mellor 

usually takes lyrical lead.
“She’ll also usually have at least a kernel or 

more of a musical idea — stylistic, rhythmic, 
sometimes melodic,” Freeman said. “I’ll take 
that and come up with a harmonic structure, 
chord progressions [and melody]. We’ll add to 
it in my vintage travel trailer recording studio 
with other parts and instruments, eventually 
taking it to the band for full fleshing out.”
Freeman said he finds playing in Doozy 

refreshing.
 “The main difference for me between Lopez 

Beatles and Doozy is 30 years. It’s harder to 
keep up all night with the ladies now than it was 
then!” Freeman said. That, and “the music I’m 
playing now is more challenging harmonically.”
 “We have a mutual appreciation society,” 

Mellor said of the collaboration. “He’s an 
amazing musician. He won’t mess with my 
lyrics since the lyrics are personal.”
“It’s a great partnership that’s endured through 

some challenging life passages for both of us,” 
Freeman said, alluding to his divorce from the 
woman who had introduced them five years 
ago. 
Mellor met Freeman after meeting his wife at 

an event and realizing that they were neighbors 

No prohibition on fun’...
(Continued from page 15)

in Mid-city.  
“Doug and his wife were over and my husband 

and I sang the Boswell Sisters’ song, ‘Gee, But 
I’d Like to Make  You Happy,’” Mellor recalls. 
“We realized we had a mutual love for the era.”
Months after that initial jam inside the studio 

of her musician husband Richard Goldman, 
Mellor recalls Freeman approached her with 
the invitation to start a band. Mellor’s reaction: 
“I’m not really a singer.” Freeman’s response: 
“Yes, you are!”
They enlisted Peter Hastings (on upright 

bass), John Allen (clarinet, baritone sax), 
Henry Spurgeon (accordion) and Carol Chaikin 
(clarinet, soprano saxophone) to round out the 
band, then quickly lined up gigs at the Beverly 
Hills farmers market, Beverly Hills Antique 
Auto Show and then the Culver.
“It’s a beautiful place,” Mellor said of the 

historic downtown Culver City hotel, where the 
band served as a backdrop to people imbibing 
at the lounge, “but the guys were like ‘I don’t 
want to be wallpaper anymore.’”
When Mellor and Freeman are not performing 

in Doozy, they strike out on their own as the 
duo Doozette — invented when other band 
members were out of town. 
“Doug and I did that on our own because 

[other band members] were out of town [during 
the Christmas season],” Mellor said.
For the pair, collaboration comes easy. 
“He’s easy to work with,” Mellor said of 

Freeman. “It’s interesting how you sort of 
fall in with somebody. I met his ex-wife wife 
on a panel. A year later, we’re all in a band 
together.”   §
Doozy  takes the stage at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 

at Rusty’s Rhythm Club, 8025 W. Manchester 
Ave., Playa del Rey. A $15 cover includes free 
swing dance lessons from 7:30 to 8 p.m. Call 
(310) 606-5606 or visit rustyfrank.com. Reach 
the band at doozytunes.com.
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One call could bring down your car insurance rates—big time. With 
average annual savings of $369,* no wonder over 4,000 drivers a day 
shift to State Farm.® Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CaLL MY OFFICE FOr a quOtE 24/7.
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I’M THERE™

One call could bring down your car insurance rates—big time. With 

I’M THERElow

*average annual household savings based on national 2007 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Faverage annual household savings based on national 2007 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Fa arm.
Daily average based on 1.5 million drivers switching to State Farm in 2007.

State Farm Mutual automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Vera Lukic, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0681021
13450 Maxella avenue, Suite 215
Marina Del rey, Ca 90292
Bus: 310-821-0050
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Beach cities Dermatology meDical center
www.beachcitiesderm.com

State-of-the-Art Skin Care with a Personal Touch
Skin Cancer Detection & Treatment • Mohs Surgery & Complex Closures and Repairs
Cysts, Acne, Warts, Psoriasis, Vitiligo & Rashes • Sclerotherapy • Hair Loss • Chemical & Glycolic Peels 
Laser Treatments • Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, Perlane & Botox/Dysport/Xeomin

Dermatology & Skin Surgery

Saturday and Evening 
Appointments Available

William J. Wickwire, M.D.
Certified, American Board
of Dermatology

Neal m. ammar, M.D.
Certified, American Board

of Dermatology

Culver City
(310) 204-3376
3831 Hughes Ave., Suite 504-B
Redondo Beach
(310) 798-1515
520 N. Prospect Ave., Suite 302
New Office LOcatiON!
Seal Beach
(562) 431-8554
500 Pacific Coast Hwy., Suite 512
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This question comes up for many individu-
als who are wondering if they should make the 
investment in buying a home.  While the ultimate 
decision will vary based on your current financial 
situation and goals, here are some pros to consider 
about homeownership, and how buying a home 
can save you money in the long run.

You build equity.  When you take out a mortgage, 
your initial payments will go mostly towards pay-
ing interest because of the structure of a typical 
amortization schedule.  As you pay down your 
mortgage, the ratio of interest to principal (the 
actual money that you borrowed as part of the 
loan) begins to shift, and more of your money 
goes towards paying down your loan amount each 
month.  As a result, you start to build more and 
more equity in the home that you can later use to 
refinance, or to take funds out of if you decide to 
sell.

For example, if you took out a loan for $700,000 

with an interest rate of 4.5 percent, you would pay 
$31,269 in interest in 2014, but you would pay 
only $11,292 towards the principal.  But, by the 
year 2024, those payments will have shifted so that 
you would pay $24,866 towards the interest, and 
$17,695 towards the principal.

You’ll have access to loans with low interest 
rates.  As I mentioned in the first point, one great 
thing about owning a home is that you build 
equity.  This leads to another benefit – using that 
equity when you need a loan.  Current interest 
rates are at such lows (the average, according 
to Freddie Mac on January 17, 2014, was 4.41 
percent) that a home equity loan will most likely 
have lower interest rates than other types of loans, 
like personal loans or student loans.  For example, 
federal student loans were a whopping 6.4 percent 
for students starting school this past fall. 

You can be eligible for tax savings.  There are a 
few different ways that owning your home could 

make you eligible for saving on your taxes, and 
they can add up.  One of them is the Mortgage 
Interest Deduction, which gives you the opportu-
nity to deduct any interest you have paid on your 
mortgage for that year, up to $1 million.  Last year, 
Americans saved more than $100 million from this 
deduction alone.

If home renovations are in your future, you 
may be eligible for the Home Improvement Loan 
Interest Deduction.  This one lets you deduct any 
interest you’ve paid on a home equity loan taken 
out for capital improvement purposes.  Other 
deductions include private mortgage insurance de-
ductions, energy efficiency deductions, and many 
others you may be able to benefit from.  Since 
the deductions you may be eligible for can vary, 
be sure to check with your tax professional to see 
what you may qualify for.

Your home is your clean canvas.  Another great 
pro of homeownership – savings aside – is that 

it’s yours, so you can do essentially whatever you 
want with it.  Turn the backyard into a tranquil gar-
den, or paint that mural on your hallway wall.  You 
won’t need to get approval from your landlord, 
although your family members might have some 
opinions about your decisions.  There’s great pow-
er in having the ability to make your own decisions 
about your living space, and that is perhaps one of 
the best things about owning your own home.

Wondering how to get started on the road to 
homeownership?  A good first step is meeting with 
your financial advisor who can guide you in decid-
ing how much house you can afford and the types 
of loans you may be eligible for.  From there, you 
can start the search for the home of your dreams.

This week’s question was answered by Susan 
Williams, Gibson International, (310) 990-5686.  
“Voted Best Real Estate Agent on the Westside – 
The Argonaut 2013.”

Marina Del Rey
Sat 1-4	 13107 Mindanao Way #5	 2/2 Spacious townhome w/ large patio + private garage	 $639,000	 Sue Miller 	 Coldwell Banker Marina	 310-821-5090
Sun 1-3	 24 Westwind  #E	 2/2.5 Beautiful 3-story condo, canal views, lg deck	 $849,000	 Peter & Ty Bergman	 Bergman Properties	 310-821-2900
Sun 1-3	 116 Fleet St. #A	 3/3.5 Spacious townhome 1 blk to beach, roof deck	 $1,399,000	 Peter & Ty Bergman	 Bergman Properties	 310-821-2900
Playa  Vista
Sat 1-4	 6020 Celadon Crk #2	 2/3 Sun drenched 3story townhome steps  from shops	 $819,000	 Erik Flexner	 Coldwell Banker 	 310-422-2278
Santa Monica
Sun 1-4	 2128 Delaware Ave	 2/1 Beautifully remodeled, Santa Monica living	 $869,000	 Amy Nelson Frelinger	 Teles Properties	 310-951-0416
Sun 1-4	 1125 Pico Blvd #210	 2/1 Renovated penthouse in prime location		  $499,000	 Jesse Weinberg	 Keller Williams Realty	 800-804-9132
Venice
Sun 1-3 	 11 Wavecrest	 4/4 Updated Craftsman duplex, ocean views		  $2,380,000	 Peter & Ty Bergman	 Bergman Properties	 310-821-2900

Q&A 
What are the pros of being a homeowner?


